
 Meeting Minutes
October 15, 2025 at 10:00 am
HBT Cafeteria

[bookmark: _qu9huw8fuols]The meeting was called to order at 10:10 am, with a quorum present. 

I. [bookmark: _2q0btj1hih66]Approve Minutes – September 2025
We had distributed the minutes from our last PTSA meeting for review via email. With no comments, changes, or questions, the minutes were approved. 

II. [bookmark: _tzvqj99gb3jz]Treasurer’s Report – Presented by Co-President Nina Grieco on behalf of Treasurer Sunita Hansraj
Opening Balance as of 8/23/2025: $42,317.52
Income/Deposits: $4,722.66
Expense/Cash Disbursements: $1,233.93
Checking Balance as of 9/22/2025: $45,806.25
Savings Balance as of 7/30/2025: $6,254.48
Total Cash on Hand as of 9/30/2025: $52,060.73

As noted, all balances were reconciled to the bank statements. The books were reviewed and found to be in order by Tara Ginsburg. Thank you to Tara.

III. [bookmark: _wxxzptc695gd]Presidents’ Report – Nina Grieco and Sharmin Panjvani

The Presidents reported that we are still looking for more members to reach our membership goal; for middle school, this is our biggest fundraiser. Being a PTSA member brings benefits – your vote counts, you get access to our Directory Spot, you get our weekly email updates and reminders, and you get to be involved in making a difference for our children. The link to become a member is always in the weekly emails, and on the HBT PTSA website and social media pages (Facebook and Instagram), or you can request the link via email or text to the Co-Presidents. A reminder was issued to make sure to follow those pages, for updated flyers and any reminders.  

This month we needed to vote on resolutions which were sent in the email blast, and which were available on the tables at the PTSA meeting. To save time proceeded using a block vote. (We read each resolution/bylaw amendment with opportunity for discussion and/or a time to answer any questions. Once all resolutions were read/discussed, then we voted on all the retentions, then all the recissions, then all the updates, and finally the new resolutions. Only paid PTSA members were eligible to vote.

A motion was made and passed by acclamation to use block voting for the proposed resolutions and amendments.

The Co-Presidents noted that our Bylaws will be expiring on January 1, 2026, and we will be voting on them at our November meeting. We are proposing one change - to increase the price of our Standard Membership, Additional Family Membership, and Teacher/Staff Membership from $15 to $17, to reflect an increase in the National PTA dues. 

The Co-Presidents thanked Mr. Bonanno and his team for their continuous hard work on making this year a great one so far, as well as the parents volunteers who work hard behind the scenes to bring some great fundraising events and experiences for our children. Anyone who would like to become a part of any of PTSA committees or just want more information on how to get involved, is invited to speak to the Co-Presidents. 

IV. [bookmark: _44ladtts5n4z]Correspondence Report 
We had no new correspondence. 

V. [bookmark: _t3on3ukbqutr]Principal’s Report 
Mr. Bonnano: After remarking on the very nice start to the school year, Mr. Bonanno introduced new staff members and reported on some happy news related to some HBT staff members’ growing families. 

For upcoming events, Mr. Bonnano spoke of the Book Fair, scheduled for October 16 and 17. He also reported that Mr. Harrigan would convene a meeting on November 12 for the upcoming trip to Washington, DC for eighth graders, and that a group would be set up in Parent Square. Also upcoming were signups for November’s parent-teacher conferences (all of which would be held virtually), beginning October 21, and the sixth grade social event on October 30.

Mr. Bonnano also provided an additional update regarding the students’ adjustment to the NYS bell-to-bell cell phone ban, which he labeled an easy one. Lunchtime is running smoothly, with recess being a “big hit!” Students also can choose to go to the Library, Workshops, or Nooks. He referenced the discussion at the recent BOE meeting regarding the possibility of adding playgrounds to HBT and SW.

Later in the meeting, a question was posed as to whether the cell phone ban would apply during trips. However, the cell phone ban does not apply to field trips.

Finally, Mr. Bonnano reported that clubs, extra help sessions, and sports all were going strong.

Ms. Waters: Ms. Waters spoke about Challenger Sports, a program now in its third year, which has added an additional season for the 2025-2026 school year. There are teams for basketball, soccer, cheerleading, and track and field, with an upcoming game scheduled for November 5. Everyone is invited to come root for HBT’s athletes!

Mr. Harrigan: Mr. Harrigan reported that the students completed their Fall NWEA exams, and that results would be available in a couple of weeks. For eighth graders, the Fall examination was their last NWEA exam.

Mr. Harrigan also spoke of two contests students could enter by the end of October: Entries for the Patriot’s Pen essay contest run with the VFW were due October 28, and entries for Reflections were due October 27.

Mr. Naraine: Mr. Naraine spoke about upcoming trips planned. Seventh graders would be going to the movies. For eighth graders who would not be going to Washington, DC, alternative programming would be scheduled, including trips to Long Island’s Holocaust Museum and Urban Air, and a scavenger hunt/movies/fun day.

VI. [bookmark: _ofgtubgdrn2n]Committee Reports
A. [bookmark: _krmcsfa086n6]Communications Conference: Theresa Resnick

Theresa reported that the Syosset Council of PTA’s Communications Conference Committee presents and discusses issues with Syosset administrators during each school year. The Committee is composed of Council Delegates from every school in the District. Questions for the administration that are general in nature would be submitted by October 26. The Committee was meeting on October 27, and would meet with Administration in November. The District’s website has previous topics posted.

B. Book Fair: Jamie Lund and Soohyun Cho

The Book Fair was scheduled for October 16 and 17. Students could shop during their ELA class time, using e-wallets, cash, and/or credit cards.

C. Scholarship Mailing Committee: Co-President Nina Grieco on behalf of Aebeer Malick

It was reported that the Scholarship Committee will investigate new ways to fundraise.

Upcoming fundraisers include:
Playa Bowls:  The First Wednesday of every month (next time: November 5), mention the Scholarship Fund and 20% of your purchase will be donated.
Syosset Mario’s:  On  November 4 (Election Day), mention the Scholarship Fund when ordering in person, via phone, or on Door Dash, and 15% of sales will be donated to the Fund.

D. Food Related Fundraisers: Co-President Nina Grieco on behalf of Jeremy Melnick

A Chip City fundraiser ran from October 3 to October 13 and the PTSA earned $80. 

Our next fundraiser will be at Anthony’s Coal Fired Pizza on November 10. From 11:00 am – 9:00 pm, dine in, pick up, or take out at the 8063 Jericho Turnpike, Woodbury location, mention the fundraiser, and the PTSA will earn a donation of 20% of your meal’s price. 

E. Reflections: Sarah Lin

The Reflections Chairs met on October 3 and developed a flier regarding entries, which were due October 27. Sarah thanked Mr. Harrigan for broadcasting information about the Reflections program.

F. 8th Grade Committee: Inna Choi on behalf of Adrienne Rutuelo and Rinku Thomas

The PTSA will be gifting a sweatshirt to every 8th grader before the Washington, DC trip (even if they are not going on the trip). Children completed a form to select the appropriate size, and as a fundraiser, personalization was available for $20.

G. Sixth Grade Committee: Inna Choi on behalf of Parisa Osmanovic and Min An

The sixth grade Social would be held on October 30, beginning at 3:30 pm. Tickets were $15, to be sold at Lunch and at the door.

H. SEPTA: Co-President Sharmin Panjvani for Danielle Sandjaby

SEPTA is proud to serve and represent every school in the Syosset Central School District. SEPTA membership is open to everyone. SEPTA focuses its efforts on students who receive services from the district. The next SEPTA meeting would be held October 23, with discussion on technology tools to assist our children to succeed in school. 

October 21st was a "Taco Tuesday" fundraiser at Chipotle in Syosset, with 25% of all proceeds from 5pm to 9pm to be donated back to Syosset SEPTA. 

I. Curriculum Enrichment: Tara Ginsburg

Tara reported on upcoming programs scheduled, including a visit from weatherman John Marshall (October 28), Hollyrock (December 17), and a World War II program, From the Fires: Voices of the Holocaust.

J. Legislation: Karen Lipp-Ostrick

As noted, a motion was made and passed to proceed via block voting regarding our PTSA’s position on the proposed NYS PTA amendments. All of proposals were adopted by acclamation. A motion for a vote of confidence also was made and passed by acclamation.

VII. New Business
· Motion for Nominating Committee
Per our bylaws, a Nominating Committee consisting of 5 members (3 from the Executive Board, and 2 from our general membership) is to be elected, with a quorum present.  

The role of the Nominating Committee is vital to the future of the PTSA. The members will meet in February 2026 to present their slate of carefully chosen delegates for next year’s Board. All Unit members will be able to vote on this slate.  Two non-Committee volunteers were needed and selected.
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VIII.  Dates to Remember (Upcoming)
October 15, 2025										1
November 11: School Closed for Veteran’s Day
November 12: PTSA Meeting (7:45 pm)
November 13: Parent/Teacher Conferences (5:00 pm – 8:00 pm)
November 14: Beauty and the Beast Musical (7:45 pm)
November 15: Beauty and the Beast Musical (12:00 pm and 5:30 pm)
November 17: Board of Education Meeting (8:00 pm at South Woods Middle School)
November 19: SEPTA Meeting (7:45 pm at Walt Whitman Elementary School)
November 19 – 21: Eighth Grade DC Trip
November 27 – 28: School Closed for Thanksgiving

The meeting was adjourned at 10:43 am.
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